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This volume is a documentation of the venerable history of the Portage 
Patil Jaeune recult soluassearch . overvamperiodyot ningitvyears,;for 
ancient maps, treaties, letters, diaries, surveys and official docu- 
ments lost and forgotten over the passing years. As a result the Sum- 
mit County Historical Society now possess such treasures as photostats 
of the original survey of the Portage by the Connecticut Land Company, 
and the old fHvans, Hutchins, Pease, and Colden maps. 


Undoubtedly there are other documents yet to be unearthed and more 
facts to be learned. Therefore, it is our hope that this manuscript 
Will be an aid-and stimulus to further research and study. 


Our thanks are due to the many persons we have interviewed, all of 
whom received us in the most cordial manner and gave us generously of 
their time and made available to us books and maps in their possession, 


Especially outstanding in our mind are the visits with Mr. James A, 
Braden, that grand storyteller of old Western Reserve days, and with 
Mr. William A. Johnston, whom we were fortunate enough to interview 
about a month before his tragic death. Also Messrs. C.A. Pfahl, O.R. 
Suine. ©.H,.=rockrandt, Heo. Wagher; B.W. Brouse, R.o. Fouse, John A. 
Botzum, and members of the Map Department and County Engineer's Office 
in the Summit County Courthouse. 


Acknowledgment is due to Mr. L.B. Hiebel for aid in the preparation 
of the maps, and to Dr. Donato Internoscia for proof reading and edit- 
orinil assistance. 


| We must also comment on the fine store of information at the Western 

f Reserve Historical Society's Library in Cleveland, and on the court- 

Fesy and cooperation we received there in the preparation of these 

| notes. We also received much help and information from the Akron Pub- 
Blic Library. 


| Finally we must pay our respects to the Summit County Historical So-= 
ciety, attendance at whose meetings was the genesis of these studies. 
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Randall and Ryan! (Vol. 1, by Emilius Randall) 


Besides these there are other references in the text. And in addition 
to theso, we consulted and read maiy other works which helped to give 
ig whet. we think is) the correct perspective. 
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THE PORTAGE AND THE OHIO WATERSHED ok og 


Portage Path today is just another highway in the city of Akron. But 
it is laden with a rich history with which every Akronite should be 
familiar. 


Me present “Portage Path" is only part of the original Portage ‘Trail 
running from the Cuyahoga River to the Tuscarawas, which, in days past, 
was a route for the Eries, Senecas, Shawnees, Ottawas, Delawares and 
Mingoes. 


the word “portage"™ means carrying place - specifically 4 carrying 
place between two streams or bodies of water. The word is reminiscent 
Cem Nemo lLochadayce “Or Tb» cones “Trom the Mrench, and carries our 
thoughts back to the dsys when Akron and Summit County ana bie Western 
Reserve were a part of New France. 


To Understand fully the importance ot these portages we must carry our 
selves back two or three hundred years, before the days of steam,elec~ 
eercruy, Cosobine, tailroads, eutomobiles and ipaved highways .einsthoese 
days, and especially in yune western wiiderness, where there were 10 
Pou eecise yeu, =vlle rivers were Of prime importvance as highways.-"Roads 
thetberun" they were called. And when travel coulda be cerried on by 
Poooer ee Tome tuream Lov anouher; tUnose. "carrying places" or “port— 
PVecevould become an inveeral, part of the TPluens hiehway Syovem, and 
woura command value and Frame, seccording to their shortness and ease of 
travel, Thus it. was that the various oortages were known and esteemed 
by the Indians and early white pioneers. 


bPethe reader will consult the accompanying wetershed map, he will see 
ooweoy J PogL cl nature, there JS -a divide or watershed which, ex- 
tends across thejwhole State of) Ohio, close to the 41st parallel of 
Peeeuuce, lis Tesults in 4 eee OL Shoei rivers 1 lowing ner pig om 
this latitude and emptying into Lake Erie; while streams starting just 
Perew mMeles to the South of this parallel flew southward and carry 
their waters Go the Cho. 


In order to get from one of these diversely flowing streams to the o- 

Poer. 10 Was necessary Tor the Lndiens) Or traders to, carry or portage 

their canoes overland. Alone ae divide there were three famous port- 
Gees 1 Ul o: one botwecn tie 3 Mary (Seand wiem., One Deiweet the  San— 

Puck y and So0L0to,and-cne petween the Cuyahoga and Tuscarawas. (Taylor, 
moO VOL aly, Pp. 390 £.-) 


to residents of.Akron and Summit County, it is the latter which com- 
Mends attention. “s we shall see, it was a route well-known to Indians 
and ploneers, and it was shown on some of the earliest maps of the O- 
hio country. The Portage and the Cuyahoga valley was also a natural 
boundary ure coeni zed by dndiens: andwhites elike, 2t ms therefore: men- 
tioned in the early treaties! between the whites and Indians, and still 
ipter, “din the deseription: of the boundary: Linestior some. of tthe earliest 
counties of Ohio. liven as late as 1814 it was shown on the current maps 
of the United States. It is therefore an ancient and prominent land- 
top iniour wourtry Ss Distory, 


he Gon. Lucius V. Bierce said in 1854,"...we look west and see within 
our township, and almost within our corporation, the celebrated Indian 
Trail, once the boundary between the Six Nations and the Western in- 
diane." (Bierce, p. 21) 
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THs ERTIES AND THE PORTAGH 


The first Indians who lived here in historic time were the Bries. ‘They 
occupied a wide strin of territory along the southern shore of Lake 
Erie, in Ohio and Penusylvania. What is now Summit County was a part 
of their torritory, and they must have long used this portage previ- 
See te Ue Y SLR lauloe by tle Lroqucie, li 600. as Areher* Butler 
Peivert las said, "No Sld-vime hiehway win Cnc as ciemore historic.in- 
terest, at least in proportion Lov oS eto oN. Cole prove KY role. OF 
the Cidest uiehweys in the: west. <.. it -became the portage, for the tr 
dians from the lake country to the streams flowing south, to the coun- 
bey of. their enemies the Creeks, the Cherokees, and the Mobilians.” 
ed Nestor alba AO AoE) 


LE Ur ih ade glimpse we get of the country south of Lake Erie isfromfalations 
of a mission in 1654 by Fathers Dablon, Le Moine and Chaumont among 
the Senecas.* (Rufus King, History of Ohio, p. 35) 
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THE FRENCH, 1669 ~ 1760 sot) tee 


Daa iwcteel Destine eet HEE ieitincl 


The reader will recall that the French had settled in Canada, and 
from thence had sent explorers west and south. By right of their ex- 
plorations the French claimed Ohio as theirs, and this claim was not 
actively disputed by the British traders until about 1745. Until that 
time this may be said to have been undisputed French territory. 


'Tt is not known who the first European or white man was to pass over 
this route, but no doubt it was first travelled by French fur traders 
or voyagers. The ubiquitous fur traders were everywhere present, in 
the immediate wake of the original explorers, but they left no rec- 
ords of their travels or excursions." 


MOn'tacalle's return from his explorations of the Ohio, in.1670,,all 
that country was made known and soon invaded by the rapacious and un- 
scrupulous fur traders, sn that we may safely assume that all the wa- 
ters of Lake Erie and the waters leading from Lake Erie to the Ohio 
were traversed by them and that they must be considered as the first 
white men to invade these waters; so that it is almost certain that 
the Cuyahoga and the Muskingum and the Scioto routes and the Maumee 
were all known and often used by the French traders prior to the time 
of which we have any authentic record." 

SV UOl om slay LOry wel Ah. Ar al eg pao lOs # 


LA SALLE AND THE PORTAGE 


On the basis of Abbe Galinee's diary, which is accepted by the great 
historian Francis Parkman and practically all modern historians of 
Ohio, it has been shown that LaSalle, on account of the unfriendli- 
ness of the Senecas in New York, journeyed clear to the western tip 
of Lake Ontario, in his attempt to reach the Ohio. On the strength of 
this evidence, it would seem that the routes through New York and 
Pennsylvania to the Allegheny were closed to him, and that his most 
logical route to the Ohio was by way of the Cuyahoga, the portage, and 
the Muskingum. If this is true, then LaSalle was on the portage in 
1669 and was the first white man to pass over it. (See O.A. VII, p.2ol 


Saou, tp. @45i; Urowe-Saiith, p. 162) 


THE ALBANY TREATY, 1726 


‘The Confederates (Iroouois) July 19, 1701, at Albany surrendered 
their Beaver Hunting country to the inglish to be defended by them 
for the said Confederates, their heirs and successors forever. And 
the same was confirmed Sept. 14, 1726, when the Senecas, Caiugas, and 
Onondagas surrendered their habitations from Cayahoga to Oswego and 
sixty miles inland."(See Hvan's Map 1755) This treaty was specifical- 
ly made between the Five Nations and the Province of New York,in vir 
tue of which New York considered the territory east of the Cuyahoga 
to belong to them, in opposition to the claims of Connecticut and Vir- 
ginia. 


Randall (p. 190-1), evidently quoting directly from the original text 
of the treaty, gives the boundary as “west to Kayahoge and sixty miles 
to the south of this east and west line." 
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Caxty miles to the south, or sixty miles inland carries us to the site 
of old Fort: Laurens, at the juncture of the Tuscarawas and Sandy 
Ursek, from this we can inter “that the Cuyahoga River, the Portage, 
and the Tuscarawas River was the yeoee boundary line of the Iroquois 
Bape rruneir desturucoion ol tne Eries; in 1656 


CADWALLADER COLDEN'S MAP, 1728 


Ties wap, awoichenopears incOmlaen Ss iisvory, ol tle ;five Indian Na- 


merece neste ye me Maret 


fons, womed tao, bye Lys a Sais “meant primarily to show the ter 


piccriel extent of the /Proyimce af New York after the Albany Treaty. 
We therefore believe that the unidentified portage south of Lake Erie 
is meant to be the Cuyahoga Portage, since the Cuyahoga marked the 
western limit of the newly acquired lands from the Iroquois. 


mio Map 16 salmostwan exact scopyrot the. french map of Av7LyY vy Delisle, 
Delisle, however, Showssa portage at the eastern end of Lake Erie, 

which is evidently the Lake Chautauqua Portage to the Allegheny. (See 
Poor Oiw Old. Maps, Hite>!nechon )larvard University; 1926) Colden, in 
copying Delisle's map in 1728, just two years after the Albany Indian 


Treaty, deletes Delisle's portage, and shows one further west,to the 


paLOe Wich ycan, in our sopinvonebe, none Rae than the Cuyahoga Port- 
Pee sos these were the wwovroted portages oF anticuity in these? parts, 
Dievoet ole tac; (limes “Le etie Cuyanhoca wt 18 Shown” too famao the 
asterbut we must allow Tor “the times; The whole map ef the Ohio re- 
Mionvis crude. as witness the course of the Ohio and Allegheny, as 
well as of the Wabash. It is also evident that Colden knew nothingas 
yet of the Tuscarawas or the Muskingum, and assumed from the Delisle 
map that “sixty miles to the south" would lead clear to the Ohio. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA TRADERS 


Per Some Siaty, eraseventy years the-lrench enjoyed @an unmolested mo- 
fepcly in Ghe Gur trade with the Ohio Pndians, spout) ev leasteas early 
aenl740, traders from Pennsylvania. began, to appear ins Oneo 


per, Goodman VORA PAVE, o.360) says! (‘As early as theyyear 1745, 
English traders penetrated as far as Sandusky. ... During this period 
a celebrated Indian trader from Pennsylvania, George Croghan, had a 
station at or near the mouth of the Cuyahoga, then known as the Caya- 
haga, and sometimes Hioga.” 


Heshad “othervatations at Bolivar, Ohio, (and at Beaver, Pennsylvania, 
therefore, he must have used the portage constantly. 
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An authentic reproduction of a go ten 120 180 240 
u map of the 5 Indian Nations, 
z by the Hon. Cadwallader a Scale of Fang lash Miles 


Colden Esq., one of his 
majesty's counsels and 
Surveyor General of 
New York. Published 
vin London 1728. 
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A MAP of the Country of the FIVE NATIONS of te IROQUOIS INDIANS, 
belonging to the Province of NEW YORK, mth partof CANADA, 


(Note the longitude, which in those days ran east clear around 
the world from the Canary Islands. Ferro Island of that group 
lies 17% decrees west of Greenwich.) 
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THE EVANS MAP, 1755 


The following map is taken from a photostat obtained from the Library 
of Congress. The reader must not get the wrong impression of these 
bariy maps. Lhey are not crude, iilegible, discolored sketches, but 
temp rnocuct OL scholarship and crait, of that day. Traders and scouts 
Worescne source, Of much accurate intormation, In regard to the map; 
which bears the title of "A General Map of the Middle British Colo- 
nies, Gn America," Judge C. C. Baldwin says: “Lewis Evans was an Am- 
Cnnoameclc Ofrapher Gnd surveyor. i. le DUDLIShed a map ofthe Middle 
~Colonies in 1755 with an analysis. The Map itself is an epitome of 
ievory eid geceraply.” (O.A. AVIL, p. 368) 


Pen oop revrocd by I. Gibson in 758, as reproduced an Paullin's 
holes, Contains the Pollowing inscription: | 


"Gayahoga is nowhere obstructed with falls or rills, and its width 
WibtiGient 10 receive large sioops irom Lake Erie; and the Portage 
but short between that lake and the Ohio. It may become of conse- 
guence in time. The country having wide extended meadows, timber fit 
for Shipbuilding and excellent land for settlements." 


"Muskingum R all gentle and passable with canoes to the portage at 
-the head." 
He notes the Cuyahoga as "muddy and pretty gentle." 


Piet LL PCRTAGH 


Those who are familiar with the Cuyahoga-Tuscarawas portage know that 
ito oOouL GO mMilesmlone. Therelore, whe motation on Evan's map,or 4 
Mpervare 1 mm" -reices a question; especially as Similar notations oc- 
cur On succeeding maps. 


Mme metcer is elarified by a paragraph in the diary of Susannah Zeis- 
bereer, for August-October, 1798, which we discuss later in this text. 


IDENTIFICATION OF PLACES ON EVAN'S MAP 


“Tawas" - Ottawas. 
Mirench house! == Byidentiy an old French trading post. 
Ruins were found by early Connecticut settlers 
which were identified with this post. 
"Three Legs" - Now New Philadelphia. 
"Logstown" - Later Ft. McIntosh, now Beaver, Pennsylvania. 
Poolumoprince - Neve Nites. Unio. 
(Svans and Hutchins show longitude west from Philadelphia). 
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In 1755, after Braddock's defeat, James Smith, a native of Pennsylva- 
Maa, was taken captive by the Delawares, at the age of eighteen, and 
Was adopted into their tribe. He lived among them in northern Ohio 
from 1755. to 1759, when he made his escape. He later became a captain 
im the Fennsyivanva’ Volunteers, and stiil later, a colonel. He wrote 
a remarkable document of his life among the Indians, from which the 
following 1s taken: 


"We turned up the Cayahaga and encamped; here we stayed and hunted 

for several days and so we kept moving and hunting until we came to 
be forks of the Cayahaga. This is a very gentle river and but few 

ripples or swift running places from the mouth to the forks." 


"From the forss_ of the Cayahaga to the #ast branch of the Muskingum 
/the Tuscarawas/ there is a carrying place where the Indians carry 
their canoes, etc., from the waters of Lake Erie into the waters of 
ine Ohio.” 


"From the forks Il went over with some hunters to the east branch of 
the Muskingum where they killed several deer, a number of beavers, 
and returned heavily laden with skins and meat, which we carried on 
pur backs, as we had na horses." 


tH little above the forks, on the east branch of the Cayahaga are con- 
siderable rapids, very rocky for some distance, but no perpendicular 
falls.’ (See Cherry, Howe, and Darlington). 


VARIANT SPNLLING OF "CUYAHOGA‘ 


The spelling “Cuyahoga" seems to have originated about the year 
1787. Cayahoga, Cayahaga, Coyahoge, Kayahoge, Cujahaga, Cajahages, 
Gwahaga, Cayahague, Hioga, aud Canahogue are some of the forms en- 
countered. Darlington's edition of James Smith gives its derivation 
as Ka-ih-ogh-ha, from the Mohawk. The generally accepted meaning of 
temword ds. “crooked.” 


DURING THE REVOLUTIONARY Wak, 1776 - 1785 
The Portage was off the beaten path during the Revolutionary War. the 
jf main settlements of the Americans were in the southern part of the 

State, and that is where most of. the Revolutionary engagements took 
place. The "Great Trail" from Detroit to Pittsburgh was the chief 
route of travel between the opposing forces. It passed south of here, 
through what is now Wooster and New Philadelphia. 


HUTCHINS! MAP, 1776 


"Thomas Hutchins was a surveyor and engineer and, later, official ge- 
ographer of the United States. He served in the French and Indian 
wars and was thereafter influential in Ohio Valley affairs until his 
death in 1789... He rendered special service as surveyor and geogra- 
pher during the first settlement of Ohio by the Ohio Company Asso- 
tater... ~ pandall, pp.sedo-e4). 
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This is the same Hutchins to whom George Washington refers in the 
Poo vOUmUNC LUCE OM Ge OnVosWonkK  loeserved Under Col, Bouquet, in 17645 
in an Official capacity as surveyor and engineer, at which time Bou- 
quel invedéd Ohio and secured the release of prisoners taken by the 
Podians. during Pontiac's War. 


COMMENTS ON THE MAP 


‘Many small lakes" ~ the Portage Lakes 
"Beaver Town’ - now Bolivar 


“Fort built in 1764" - by Col. Bouquet when he liberated all the 
WoipeOmecancives Neldaby Ohics indians, 


"Three Legs” ~ now New Philadelphia 


(Note that Hutchins shows a “l-mile portage’ and also our present 
Portage Path as part of an Indian Trail to the scuth.} 


Weve sresa peculiarly valuable source of history. Photostats of them 
Pive cwneir maker'e testimony in unmistakable terms, in his own heand- 
Meeorneewand spelling. They are interesting for preserving old names, 
Glaowspellings and old seoeraphical and historical notatirone. 


TOPOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION OF VIRGINIA - TEOMAS HUTCHINS eS 1781 
(Translated from the French) 


Ohio was part of the Northwest Territory claimed by Virginia in those 
days through its charter from the King of #ngland. Hutchins writes: 


"The Muskingum is a beautiful river, thé banks of which are high, 
which keeps the neighboring lands from all inundation. Its width at 
the junction with the Ohin is about 125 toises /A unit of about 6.4 
beet; . tu 1s Navigable withous any impediments for the large boats as 
far as Three Legs /Near New Philedelphia/. And the smallest go up as 
Bepeos soc SOUrCO. Where a small lake extends. outa Littisc {Leone tk.) 


"Nrom there one goes to the Cayahoga, which leads into Lake Erie.This 
river is marshy, nol very Swilt, and is not. obstructed by water falls 
HererocksSs: here Ws @ beeutorul, Nigh country here; there are great 
Sereucnies Ol prairies, of ook trees and mulberry trees suitable for 
Perm vessels Of Walnuts ~wrees, chestnut trees and poplar (trees 
Suitable for domestic uses. The Cayahoga furnishes the best portage 
between the Ohio and Lake frie; this river has enough width and depth 
auelts mouth to receive the large: sloops of the Lake, and this is 
what makes me look upon this place as very advantageous and of great 
importance." 


iis decument was written in French under the title: DESCRIPTION TO- 
POGRAEHIQUM DE DA VIFGININ. The copy we consulted as at Western Re~ 
serve Historical Library, Cleveland, Ohio. The translation was made 
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SEVEN RANGES SURVEY - 1785 


--t-+Herr Indian Trails 


PROMme a pei. BV Ole, Xl) on 267 


The first public survey of the lands northwest of the Ohio River 


was the seven ranges of Congress lands made by authority of Con- 
gress in pursuance of an act passed May 20, 1785. Thos. Hutchins, 


ed charge of the surveys, and it was his system then adonted 
thet ea sciin in force. ! 
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The map shows the Cuyshoga-Tuscarawas Portage to be one and 
one-quarter miles. 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON KNEW OF THIS PORTAGE es 


General Washington, in a letter written October 10, 1784, to Benjamin 
Harrison, then Governor of Virginia, in which he discusses at length 
the best mode of communication between the tide water regions of Vir- 
ginia and the Northwest Territory, by means of the Potomac and James 
Rivers, says: "lthas long been my decided opinion that the shortest, 
easiest and least expensive communication with the invaluable and ex- 
tensive country back of us would be by one or both of the rivers of 
this State, which have their sources in the Apalachian Mountains, Nor 
Hiei neular in this opinion. Evens; in his map and analysis of the 
Middle Colonies, which, considering the early period at which they 
were given to the public, are dons with amazing exactness, and Hutchins 
since, in his Topographical Description of the western Country, a good 
part of which is from actual surveys, are decidedly of the same sen- 
timents." 


"The navigation of the Ohio’, he continues, “being well known, they 
Pasmnayve Logs) to do un the examination of 10; pub: nevertheless) lev 
the courses and distances be taken to the mouth of the Muskingum, and 
up that river (notwithstanding it is in the ceded lands) to the carry- 
ing place to the Cuyahoga; down the Cuyahoga to Lake Erie, and thence 
to Detroit. Let them do the same with Big Beaver Creek, although part 
orPit is in the State of ‘Pennsylvania; and algo with the: Scioto.” 


—Uohneu.wwcoames, invO.0.,. VO. Lilie pe Ole 


The ceding to which Washington refers is the one whereby his native 
state of Virginia, in 1783, ceded her interest in the Northwest Ter- 
ritory to the new Federal Government. 


Contrary to the opinion of some, there is absolutely no evidence that 
Washington was ever on the Portage or in the vestern Reserve. The 
nearest he came wes in 1753, when, on a mission for the governor of 
Virginia, he made a trip to the French Fort Venango, near Franklin, 
Pennsylvania, and Fort LeBeouf, south of Erie, Pa. (See Hutchins' Map). 


THOMAS JEFFERSON ALLUDSS TO THIS PORTAGE 

Among the books published in the early days of our country was one. 
by Thomas Jefferson entitled Notes on the State of Virginia. This was 
quite a comprehensive volume and contained a large, well-engraved map 
which was folded and attached to the volume. 


In the 1787 edition he says: "The Muskingum is 280 yards wide at its 
mouth and 200 yards at the lower Indian towns, 150 miles upward. ... 
It is navigable for small batteaux to within one mile of the naviga~ 
ble part of the Cuyahoga River which runs into Lake Prierc UpeLoy 


FROM A FRENCH PAMPHLET USED BY AM@RICANS IN 
BELLING ORIO LANDS TO THE FRENCH = — 1788 


The following pamphlet, ceritifcate, and letter are taken from John 
Vemionee were O.a., Vol ih opp. SoalOe. 


"The Muskingum is a river which flows slowly, and has banks high 
enough to prevent all inundation. it is 650 yards wide at the place 
where it enters the Ohio, and is navigable for large vessles and ba~ 
teaux as far as Three Legs, and for small boats to the lake at its 
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source. From thence, by means of a transit by land of about one mile 
communication is opened with Lake Erie, by means of the Cuyahoga, 
which is a river of great value, navigable through its whole length, 
without any cataracts to obstruct its course." 


ee event Coa 


"Having read attentively the pamphlet in which is given a description 
of the Western Territory of the United States, 1, the undersigned, 

@ certify that the facts therein contained concerning the fertility of 
f° the soil, abundant production and other advantages for husbandmen, are 
f true and reliable, and that they correspond perfectly with the obser 
vations I have made during the ten years I have spent in that country? 


(Signed) THOMAS HUTCHINS 
Geographer of the United States 


FROM THE LETTERS OF AN AMHRICAN FARMER, 
fF BY M. S'JOHN DE CREVECOEUR, FRENCH CONSUL .TO AMERICA - (c. 1766-1793) 


"It is near one of the principal branches of the Muskingum that the 
great Indian village of Tuscarawas is built, whence a portage of two 
miles only leads to the Cuyahoga River, deep and but slightly rapid, 
the mouth of which on Lake Erie forms an excellent harbor for vessels 
of 200 tons. This place seems designed for the site of a city, and 
several persons of my acquaintance have already thought SOR 


MORSE'S GHOGRAPHY 


From the American Universal Geography, by Jedediah Morse, 1793 (copy 
in the Western Reserve Historical Library) we quote: "The Muskingum 
»»e is navigable by large batteaux and barges to the Three Legs; and 
by small ones to the lake at its head. From thence, by a portage of 
about one mile, a communication is opened to Lake Erie through the 
Cuyahoga which is a.stream of great utility." 


Phis is the guide that David Hudson, first settler in Summit County 
(1799), used when he came to these parts (Howe). in a@elater edition, 
the description remained the same, but the distance given is 7 mies, 


DANVILLE AND. ROBERTS' ATLAS = 1794 

In 1794, a large and beautiful atlas was issued by Danville and Rob- 
erts in England. The volume is about 24 x 15 inches in size and con- 
tains some 60 maps of the world. It too bears the legend “Portage 1 
mi. on the map of Ohio. (Copy in Western Reserve Historical Library ) 


It is interesting to note that, in a world atlas of this. caliber and 
scope, our little portage is considered important enough to be shown. 
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PORTION OF ARROWSMITH'S a MAT OF TEU Oo 1814 


(See Paullin's Atlas) 
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Heckewelder was missionary of the Moravian Church to the Delawares in 
Ohio, 1762-86. The following is taken from his "Description of North- 
eastern Ohio": ",...there is the best prospect of water communication 
from Lake Erie into the Ohio by way of Cujahaga and Muskingum Rivers.. 
The carrying place being the shortest of all carrying places which 
interlock with each other, and at the most not above 4 miles. ... It 
(the Cuyahoga) is navigable ab 411 times: with canoes to the Falls, a 
distance of upwards of 60 miles by water - and with boats at some 
seasons of the year to that place - and may without any see expense 
be made navigable for boats that distance at all times. 


Evidently the ‘4 miles‘t refers to the distance from the northern ter- 
minus of the Portage to the northern tip of Summit Lake. His map shows 
that, at least in certain seasons, the waters of Summit Lake flowed 
south into the Tuscarawas River. The Summit County Historical Society 
Bulletin for March, 1952, quotes Col. Justus Gale as follows: "the — 
Ohio Canal was being opened through Summit Lake and the EYE SMES 0 
marshes. The Lake itself was lowered about four feet..." 


It ig curious that the word "'Cujahaga" appears in Heckewelder's text. 
The name appears four times on his map and is there clearly "Cajahaga? 


His map, which follows, is a freehend drawing and is somewhat inac~ 
curate in detail. His delineation of the Fortage, therefore, leaves us 
with a degree of uncertainty as to his concept of its course. 
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PORTION OF HECKEWELDER'S MAP OF NORTHEASTERN OHIO - 1796 
Copied and enlarged from a photostat of the oricinal 
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"a" _- "Path to Cajahaga, Sandusky and Detroit" 
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THE ZEISBERGER-MORTIMER DIARY - 1798 


David Zeisberger, the famous Moravian missionary, probably used the 
portage often in his work among the Indians. We have one instance 
definitely recorded. After the Moravian massacre, during the Revolu- 
tionary War, he and his Indian converts withdrew to Fairfield in Car 
ada. In the summer of 1798, the way was made possible for him and his 
wife Susannah and a brother Benjamin Mortimer to return to the site 
of the old Schoenbrunn Mission on the Tuscarawas, with a company of 33 
Indians, On September 19, Susannah Zeisberger makes this entry: 


We passed the so called Old Cayahaga town, which is a4 place where 


@ the Delaware nation had once their. principal residence. ... The town 


iS now quite destroyed. In the evening we arrived at the Cayahaga 
carrying place,where we were to quit that river, which now took a 
northeasterly course, and proceed’ south to the Muskingum. Our first 
business was to unload the canoes, which were then hid among the 
thick underwood, for the future use of ourselves or any of our friends 
who might have occasion for them. Thus ended our 9 days navigation on 
the Cayahaga. q| There is a small creek that falls here into the river 
which is navigable in the spring, within about a mile of one of the 
heads of the Muskingum. At the present season it could beof noservice 
to US, but our baggage had to be conveyed 10 miles over land. 


-sDiary of Brother and Sister Zeisberger and Brother Benjamin Morti- 
fee ugust woun to October 4th, 1798, pp. 38,29 of Mortimer's En- 
glish version. 


The “small creek" is evidently the Little Cuyahoge, and “one of the 
heads of the Muskingum" is Summit Lake. In other words, it would seem 
that, in the spring, it was possibie to navigate up the Levple. Goya 
hoga River to the bottom of what is now North Howard Street planes. Felgte| 
thence carry one's belongings up the hill to Summit Lake, which ex- 
tended further north in those days. Summit Lake was lowered four feet 
when the canal was built in Smee so it is reasonable to suppose that 
in the spring, when the water was high in the Little Cuyahoga, it was 
also high enough in Summit hake to make continuous water passage from 
Summit Lake to the Tuscarawas eter aten hrc Heckewelder's map so shows it. 
Pease's map shows the lake proper as extending almost 3 miles, even 
feu. Moses; Warren, in his survey ies {Orne yarn: Ain sy ese VS 
Maver rom traverse NO. 37, "Guite: to: the Tuskerawa is swamp or pond", 
referring to Summit Lake. "Juite" here means “fully, totally”. 


SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ZEISBERGHR-MORTIMER DIARY 


What makes this diary unique is the last paragraph of the above quo-~ 
fa onmcrne notvectron, “Fortege 1 (mile on vans, Hutchins, and suc = 
ceeding maps, has puzzled historians through the ec Gr. No one could 
be sure what was meant - whether there actually was an alternative to 
the long 8-mile portage, or whether it was a surveyor's dream of what 
could be accomplished with a minimum of dredging. Col. James Smith, 

the traders, the scouts, and the missionaries left no written record 
of ever having usea such a shorter portage. But here the map-~makers 


| are vindicated with the positive statement that, at certain seasons, 


such a portage was an actuality. 


Credit is due to Mr. C.R.Quine for the discovery of this diary,which 
is described in his 014 Fortage and the Portage Path. Permission has 
been obtainedfrom thé Moravian Archives, Bethlehem, Pa. , Cornevheqre- 
production of this quotation. The SPN Nahe Diary ie im thoirgtiles. 
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NATIONAL TREATIES AND THR PORTAGE 


In the treaty with the English in 1783, after the revolutionary War, 
the western boundaries of the United States were fixed at the Missis- 
sippi. Virginia, Connecticut and New York all had claims to the lands 
in the territory northwest of the Ohio, but, in the interest Orie 
tional harmony and unity, ceded their claims to the new national gov- 
ernment - New York did so in 1782, Virginia in 1784, and Connecticut 
in 1786. However, Connecticut retained for herself a strip from the 
Pennsylvania line and 120 miles westward, between the 4lst parallel 
and Lake Erie, which came to be known as the Connecticut Western Re- 
serve. 


In a treaty at Fort Stanwix, N.Y., October 22, 1784, the Iroquois ce- 
ded their claims on the lands north of the Ohio and east of the Mis- 
sissippi to the new United States government. However, the Ohio tribes 
refused to recognize the right of the Iroquois to bargain for them. 
Therefore, in 1785 the commissioners of the United States met with 
the Wyandots and the Delawares at Fort McIntosh. Fennsylvania. 
Treaty of Ft. McIntosh, January 21, 1785 

‘Art. 3. The boundary line between the United States and the Wyandot 
and Delaware nations, shall begin at the mouth of the river Cayahoga, 
and run thence up the said river to the portage between that and the 
Tuscarawas branch of the Muskingum; thence down the said branch to 
the forks at the crossing place above Fort Lawrence —- then westerly 
to the portage of the Big Miami, ..." (Taken from the Treaties, be- 
tween the United States and Indian Tribes, 1778-1837) 


Fort Laurens, mentioned in this treaty, was erected during the Hev- 
olution near what is now Bolivar, and was named after the President 

of the Continental Congress. The effect of this treaty was to give 

the Wyandots and Delawares title to all of northwestern Ohio within 

the boundaries described, 


Tt will be noticed that the section of the Connecticut Reserve, west 
of the Cuyahoga, was granted to the Indians without any regard to the 
Gonnecticut claime. As a matter of fact, the purchasers of land in 
that section, as well as the Revolutionary War sufferers who received 
grants in the ‘Firelands" section, had to make a cash settlement with 
the Indians to get a clear title, which they did not get inv, wae 
Treaty of Fort Industry (Toledo}),July 4, 1805. ven the sales of the 
Connecticut Land Company, east of the Cuyahoga, had no validity until 
1800, when finally an understanding was reached between Connecticut 
and the Federal Government. Thus the plain hard fact of the matter is 
that the United States never recognized any such thing as a Connecti- 
cut Western Reserve. 


This treaty was negotiated by Gen. St. Clair, governor or the North= 
west Territory, at Marietta, January 9, 1789, with the Wyandots, Del~ 
awares,Ottawas, Miamis, Chippewas, Pottawattamies and Sacs. In sub- 
stance, it simply confirmed the Fort Mcintosh treaty. 

"Art, 2, And whereas, at the before mentioned treaty it was agreed 
that a boundary should be fixed between the lands of those nations 
and the territory of the United States, which boundary is as follows, 
viz: beginning at the mouth of the Cuyahoga river and running thence 
up the said river to the portage between that and the Tuscarawas 
branch of the Muskingum, then down the said branch to the forks at the 
crossing place above Fort Lawrence,...” 
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Treaty of Greenville, August 1795 


This treaty was negotiated by Gen. “Mad Anthony" Wayne after the Bat- 
tle of Fallen Timbers, and remained in effect until the Treaty of Ft. 
Industry, 1805, when the boundary was changed from the Cuyahoga to the 
western limit of the Firélands of the Connecticus Reserve. 


"Art. 3rd. The general boundary line between the lands of the United 
States and the lands of the said Indian tribes shall begin at the 
mouth of the Cuyahoga River, and run thence up the same, to the port- 
age between that and the Tuscarawas branch of the Muskingum; thence down 
that oranch to the crossing place, above Fort Lawrence; thence westerly," 


"Art, 4th. ...the United States relinquish their claims to all other 
Indian lands, Northward of the river Ohio, eastward of the Mississippi, 
and westward and southward of the Great Lakes, and the waters uniting 
them; according to the boundary line agreed on by the United States 
and the King of Great Britain, in the treaty of peace, made between 
them in the Year 1783." 


"Art. Sth. ...the meaning of that relinquishment is this: The Indian 
tribes who have aright to those lands are to quietly enjoy them. ... 
without any molestation from the United States; but when those Fri bes, 
or any of them, shall be disposed to sell their ands. (O17 any, Pasueon 
them, they are to be sold only to the United States: and’ until such 
sale, the United States will protect all the said Indian tribes inthe 
quiet enjoyment of their lands. ... And the said Indian tribes again 
acknowledge themselves to be under the protection of the Said United 
States, and no other power whatever." ~ O.A., AIL, p.136 ites 


THE PORTAGE AND FARLY COUNTY LINES 
eer anine i Oh Vol. Vb. 329 2.) 
Washington County Boundary, 1786 


Washington County was the first county in the Ohio terra bony. uus Oris 
ginal boundaries were set as follows: Wo aplences dc wong tne Southern 
shore of said lake/Erie/ to the mouth of the Cuyahoga river; thence 
up said river to the portage between it and the Tuscarawas branch of 
the Muskingum; thence down that branch..." 


It may be somewhat startling to find out that the eastern part of the 
Reserve was already a part of Washington County when the Connecticut 
surveyors arrived, and had been so for 8 years. 

Wayne County Boundary. 1796 

Wayne County was the third county formed in Ohio; it originally ex- 
tended into Indiana and Michigan. 

"Beginning at the mouth of the Cuyahoga River, upon Lake Erie, and 


with the said river to the portage, between it and the Tuscarawas 
branch of the Muskingum; thence down the said branch..." 


Jefferson County Boundary, July 29, 1797 


esr cemences ores marae SS RTE 


Jefferson County was formed from the eastern part of the original 
Washington County. 
"thence due west to the Muskingum river, and up the same to and 


with the portage, between it and the Cuyahoga River; thence down the 
Cuyahoga to Lake Erie..." 
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THE FIRST OHIO COUNTIES 


he 


Washington County 

Formed 1788 

Note the conflicting claims 

of the Indians and Connecticut: 


ae 

Wayne County, formed 1796 
mesnouch incorporated as 

a County, the land in Wayne 
Counuy Still belonged to the 
Indians om these two - maps. 
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In 1797 Washington County was 
divided into three parts: Adams, 
Washington, and Jefferson coun- 
ties. jefferson County was formed 
July 290 0797, just 6 days arter 
Moses Warren completed his survey. 
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MOSES WARREN'S. SURVEY OF THR PORTAGH - 1797 
In 1795 Connecticut sold the section of its’Reserve east of the Cuya- 
hoga to the Connecticut Land Company, a private enterprise made up 
of Connecticut business men. 


In 1796 Moses Cleaveland, representing the Connecticut Land Company, 
led a party to survey the Western Reserve east of the Cuyahoga River 
and the Portage Trail, preparatory to offering these lands FOr sale. 
| Seth Pease was astronomer and surveyor of this party. {See Bierce). 
7 Moses Cleaveland did not return with the party the next year. Accord 
§ ing to Bierce, Seth Hunt was Agent for the company, and Seth Pease 

% was Principal Surveyor in 1797. In the work this year, Moses Warren 
Jr. made the survey of the Portage, while Pease surveyed and estab- 
lished the line of the 41st parallel. 


The original field notes and survey figures by Moses Warren Jr. are 

now in the possession of the Western Reserve Historical society's Li- 

brary. We had photostats made of this in 1946, from which copies have 

| been made for the Summit County Historical Society and interested mu- 
nicipal and county offices. 


The figures of this survey once and for all definitely mark the route 
of the Portage Trail for ever, as it was in the olden days. he Sees.Ui 
vey became the basis for property lines in the subsequent land sales. 
The Library of Congress says they have no record Or vanyenedeveiagsui= 
vey of the path being made in connection with earlier Indian Treaties. 
This survey is, therefore, a priceless keepsake to lovers Gne Une mie— 
tory of the Indian and Colonial days in the Reserve. In reproducing 
Warren's Notes, we have striven for accuracy and exactness. Hise feybly 
text varies from other published versions it is because ours is based 
directly on the photostat of the original. We have also, in. general, 
retained the original spelling, capitalization, and punctuation, and 
have appended a list of foot-notes explaining Vorvousmpoa nes Olan 
terest. 


Monde vee aL vel th AD Lo 7 = 


Started from upper head quarters at 1 P.M. to continue the 2d Par- 
rallel to Cayahoga River & meet Mr. Pease from the South on the 
portage or Tuskarawa Waters. Waite and Reynolds chainmen, Green 
packhorseman & cook, Hamilton & P,Barker axemen, Barker to return 
tomorrow. Having lent my compass to Mr. Redfield to run the 7th 
meridian, I take one of the Ballstown manufacture that is esteemed 
not good,but Ido not discover but it traverses well with careful 
usage. 


IT began at the post I set in the 10th meridian the 30th of June & 
from it run West. 


Continwevion of the od Parnalilel 

lst Mile, Level good land, thinly timbered with Oak, Hickory, Ash 
te BOOKS 

and Mile, at 48.00 (1) a Tacamahaca swamp - the line just touches 
the S. end of it at 55.00 is a swampy outlet course SSW. Uneven 
good Land, Timber, Oak, Hickory, Blk Walnut, Elm, Maple, Butternut 
Boxe 


34 Mile at 7.50 is a spring run in deep gully almost dry Course SW. 
31.50 a deep gully & dry bed of a run, course SW. at 60..COns) am 
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Facsimile of Cover of the 
ORIGINAL PORTAGE PATH SURVEY 
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iO Cen L wc Pond tnelayanoce hiver., “2 S01 Lar OL this mile is the 
Drea thew vie they bound ine river Valley. The land very ridey 
Dugeeocd Of the Kind. @nGamped’ au thewend of the Loth tally, the 
river vapor prevents observing the polestar — 


July 18th AD 1797 ~ 


RUnmOouUG On 4G smile se45 Links more orstrike tne right bank or Caya— 
Deeoee ond sence Diane Last 7,00 ride acmbpetbore, limber, Jak, beach, 
Peek WaenuG - slast .// 00 is anlervale = 

Poteee nencomess tOnune river) 15.908 from the portses tree which = 
Uraversed at. G courses, the last crossing the river — 


I then traversed the portage path (2) to Number 23. Southerly 182. 
6l & returned to a run in No. 7 & encamped.(3) Sent Barker back af- 
berm crossing the iriver. Land first 90,00 is ascending but there are 
Doce oworGii ficult patches; *& IS (mostly an excellent soil. Ltr is 
hrenmce. NO. 25 Cently Uneven good land. Vimber Oak, Hickory, Maple, 
Chesnut, Box. This evening by a good observation of the polestar I 
found the variation to be 2.02 Hast 


July 19th, Continued the traverse southerly to No. 69. Most of the 
land is good. from thence follow the path about 30.00 to Tuskarawa 
Mendes encamD, A little way Hast of the path from No. 37 quite to 
to mLuSskerava lea swamp. or a pond, “ne middle of ths pond 2s oppo] .- 
Site to No. 48. (4) 


Wolves Och scOntimued the traverse Torte river landing ateNo 8/4; 
Hivos a Unerry tree. No. 72 a8 a large White oak tree marked 
Wicrenany ahndvan Hieroglyohnics, 1b stands 50 links Hast of: Tuska- 
rawa pond (5) at the pond landing, between which & No. 71 is amiry 
PVon oc. OO across, In -GhiS vicinity are many old indian camps. 


PinNo.w 7/4 L encamped & cast up my traverse & find the distance from 
tiowocumparrablel by the path 656.53 


July 21st. Continued the traverse down the Tuskarawa & was allured 
frome by Wir, Pease's packhorsemen who sounded the indian hoop & 
was answered by us but refused to answer as we got near them, how- 
ever. Mr. Pease connected his traverse with mine.at No. 76 abt. 
40.00 southwest of the Tuskarawa'ts landing. 


This morning I was inclined to take a walk SE of the landing as I. 
Poeuent Ivhneerd bells then way, & at 45.00 distant I .diseovered) a 
mond (6) 60.00 Lone & 36.00 wide, the outlet of which is N. &forms 
nearly half of the Tuskarawas River — | 


PhesOucletb ec navicabie, & the pond at No. 72) outlets into the riv- 
er 3500 below the portage the outlet is also navigable for boats. 


Returned to upper headquarters with Mr. Pease & Party at evening.- 


u® 


hi bom: ches Ro 22 b ,.ovee syd BERS ny. S netf: 8 ae 
bi | (ev Gael wit .yelieV «svi edt. brad gard e Lh ean 
vi'bey oe. tot ad? te Geqwagae -hain ead Se “boon. : 
; 7% ee y 50 gail: ree OG 2) ASV et? tToger 4 
: z ‘.\ 7a 
7 —_ A> hed | L yh oP as 
rod le & prom enntl €) 8 altas be ge tuo & 


oo S¢ . Dit hs Faulk seus paaien one's 

~ elavtedgt af OO. ebal = Jontee ee 
|. att mdt't BO.2f teva Add od Beneeeemene 
it anigeors Loel odd oaekeboo 8 FA Bone ve 


* 


o¢ (3) diag shedtog sn) /bserevete me 
utogo 8 JOU at hus 6.0% beamen nn 


%e 


6] b, ee DAG «Teorey ren ae OTS 7% 


boow a7 nineys einf ‘eon tn 
‘aed $O.S° ed af nef felivev atid ‘bl 


edt Baantend® ake 
ivy H rede meth. eoez 
sfigtl a \oie ome ey, 


po gnee ¢f. ace 
(a) 35 on $i 


$O¢: 


ie 
By ie. 


aGuzovertys Of€5 Davatzngo ve 
- » 5 « ? “7 4 
oie : Desde Oe ea hae Y oe ee re) wit 


p “ 4 - wor gv ts 
« « Gr 4 "4 we aje ae 


| save es .antba tod Se SG. ted oe 
ism 6293 Voiniety eide@ ute .'eaeroe ‘oe: 

ae 

fit S owtevet? yh qd geht bso eenS eee 

O00 tod ade Yo [etl etseg aa 


; (3 5 oH Savy Ha hicned “tess 
(TeeTOL iq 3 *sang Vem 1 oi 
: SWIG J SGEVTOT Syd. 20 “ve het Oy L 
‘ firw bereyaert ia bejoeanso erpsaad 
»miitbacl & \wepreney? aie Sais saws coe 
1 / alow.@ exer of beanbioat sagt 
ta oy VEN oo lied Bx 
rs lino ei | aGlrw DO we sane 
+ "evil, Bavingeheul) SbF "Io. 


wah a | aa oA irs f I6 7 eid oe ie + 5 ino & The Es ,eliantiven at sas 
~A0 S00 r siden ven eels 24 Telege edd” eaesiiog pag wie te 


7 ms 
wee S teat Bh wed ae H odole vaavaaphoad sedan a 


a a 23 ~ 
4 TRAVERSE BEGINNING AT THE @ND OF THE 24 PARRALLEL 


jNo S26w 3.85 S z W 


SlZw see lely, 

gz Ss Ow ales) 13.42 Bre across...river to a tree 
7:1 s42w 5.00 Sie 3.04 Cherry tree (7) 
4 = (87 3w 2.00 
12 (n88w lens 1.96 8.65 Hickory 
® (s75w 5.29 

O s24w 2.00 eo 5Ou White oak 
44 4x9sleéw 4.00 3.91 .83 Boxwood 
q5 sl0e 4.75 4.68 G2 Cherry tree 
a6 s9e B00 2.96 ae) White oak 

i S BeOS ieee =) Do. crosses a run 


Ce ce Oe 


; Warren follows with the complete figures of his survey. We have given. 
only the first seven traverses as aspecimen. The complete survey may 
besitound in the files of the Summit County Historical Society. 


| Warren concludes with the following summary: 


Length of the portage path 644.55 (8) 
Length of the whole traverse 700.45 
total southineg CoUwe/ 
Total Westing Oo ee 


5 Except the break of Cayahoga hill, the portage will admit of an ex- 
i}: cellent road & the hill is nothing so formidable as that at Queens- 
i town in Upper Canada. It is almost the whole distance good arable & 
1' pasture land. The greatest incovenience will be a want of water be- 
Pmoveoen the run in No 7 & that in 37, & on the higth of Land are some 

: tolerable building stone. 


E EXPLANATORY FOOTNOTES BY THIS AUTOR 

(1) 48.00 means 48 chains. 100 links make'\1l chain; 1 chain is 66 feet; 
80 chains are one mile. 

(2) Survey of the Portage begins here. 

(3) In Sand Run Metropolitan Park. 

(4) Summit Lake. 

(5) *Tuskarawa Pond" is Nesmith Lake. 

(6) 

i) 

(8) 
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THE SETH PEASE MAP, 1797 


Prom the surveys of 1796 and 1797, Pease made a map of the Western 
Reserve, a part of which is copied below. The original fam 2srin 
the Western Reserve Historical Library in Cleveland. 


Pease gives a sketch of the portage as it had just been surveyed; 
and shows that Summit Lake stretched out some three miles, even 
late in July; probably further in the soring. 


The townshivs are shown 5 miles each way; and Portage and Coventry 
townships (which broke off at the portage, in accordance with the 
treaty with the Indians), are subdivided into ten strivs one mile 
wide, thus making it easy to establish iJistances on the map. 
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ORDINANCE OF 1787 


An Ordinance for the Government of the Territory of the United States 
Northwest of the River Ohio. 
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lArticle IV. "...The navigable waters leading into the Mississippi and 
Saint Lawrence, arid the carrying places between the same, shall be 
;common highways, and forever free as well to the inhabitants of said 
iterritory, as to the citizens of the United States and those of any 
jother States that may be admitted into the confederacy, without any 
jtax, impost, or duty therefor." ~ 0.A., Vol. V, p. 56. 


Certainly, at the time the Northwest Ordinance was passed, the Cuya- 
thoga and Tuscarawas were well-known navigable waters and were, along 
‘with the portage, covered by its stipulations; and in the absence of 
any subsequent Congressional action to the contrary, we must assume 
pnevecull) are. 

The point may be raised as to whether these streams are Sully cons1.d— 


ered navigable. We have been informed that any stream at all naviga- 
ble by any small craft is, by common law, called navigable. 


‘It thus appears that neither the State of Ohio nor any local govern- 
iment can change these stipulations, but only an act of Congress. En 
‘other words, the portage has been a national highway since 1787, and 
it is therefore not only a matter of local pride, but of legal obli- 
gation to see that its course is perpetuated. (See also Cherry, pales) 


Following are some other references bearing on the same: 
\1_= The Provisions of the Northwest Ordinance are binding. 


‘Preamble Sec. 14. “It is hereby ordained and declared by the authori- 
ity aforesaid, that the following articles shall be COMevIere mesma. 
‘ticles of compact between the original States and the people and 
Potates in the said territory, and forever remain unalterable unless 
paeconmon consent... = O.A., Vol.) V, bp. o4. 


2 ~- The Committee requesting Statehood accepted this Condition. 


"The committee therefore recommend the following resolutions: 
Resolved, 1) That provisicn octight at this time to be made by law, for 
enabling the inhabitants of the eastern division of the territory 
inorthwest of the river Ohio to form for themselves a constitution and 
|State government, provided the same be republican, and not repugnant 
'to the ordinance for the government of the territory northwest of the 
Mivers Ohio, of the 1¢th day of July, 1787, nor repugnant vo the con= 
we ucon of she United otates.. ."9= 0p. clt., op. 71 


3 ~- In the Enabling Act (1602) Congress stipulated this Condition: 


", .,said Representatives ... shall form for the people of the said 
State a constitution and State government, provided the same shall be 
republican, and not repugnant to the ordinance of the thirteenth of 
July, one thousand seven hundred and eighty~seven, between the ora cis 
nal States, and the people and States of the territory Northwest of 
momma Vern LO! SOD Oli. sip 0. 
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"We, the representatives of the eastern division of the Cerrviony 
northwest of the river Ohio... do resolve to accept of the said pro- 
BOS rons. re Ds SOU se Dee Les 
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NOTES ON THE NAVIGABILITY OF THE hog ea 


AND CUYAHOGA IN TH! OLDEN DAYS ++ ++ 2+ 0 >. “im, 

(See also Hvans, Hutchins, Jefferson and the So EN 
French descriptions on earlier pages w * x) ee rg 
1 _- The Tuscarawas aes 


i 
"Goods from the south were received at New Portage via the Muskingum 
ana the Ohio. From this point resular lines of packet boats ran direct~ 
ly to New Orleans without breaking bulk. These boats were long narrow 
Veccols. Frequenuly due outs as they were called. They were from twen- 
eyeeco 1orty feet Mone from three to Live feet wide and were propelled 


| by poles while going against the current. Their capacity was from ten 
| to twelve barrels of pork, salt,flour or whiskey. ? 


| "It really seems strange to us now when we see school children wading 


through the Tuscarawas at New Portage, without scarcely wetting their 
ankles, but it must be remembered at this time the virgin forests had 
scarcely given up their years of hidden moisture. The streams in those 
Demers Wider, Ceeber, andrran with greater velocity, vcankyrull. 
then too, this was before the Ohio Canal had robbed the gentle Tusca~ 
rawas of Pus waters) =) Cherry, “p.P307. 


Elsewhere, Cherry remarks that the shade from the trees kept the rain 
Poomeevanoraving rapidly, thus allowing more of it to soak into the 
ground. 


i "The Muskingum (meaning #lk's Eye, so called because of the numbers 
fOr elk that formerly fed on its banks, these animals being found there 


even at the present time), empties into the Ohio two hundred miles 
bDewovweriucspureln. Lb 1s navigable Tor canoes or, light boats, which 
wiewinovans use, Upon it, from its source to its: mouth." 

ee Meee Ae Mee teres (i ho - OU Lm hm O Vile NV Olea Ue We mean, 


MTUSCARAWAS RIVER. It is navigable in some stages of the waters to 
New Philadelphia with - boats of seven or eight tons burthen,." 
- OhvorGage boeeny (1826. pn 196 


Bom The Cuyahora 


"The principal waters (of Cuyahoga County, WB) are the Chagrine,Cuy- 
geese, Rocky and Black Rivers, All running northwardly into Lake = 
rie. Of these the Cuyahoga is the PASLSGW Nore tanGsele ey ea Lem Or a 
Pomerderable distance. Above where it is navigable it has considera- 
Geemralls, which eitord many excellent mill seats.’ Op. citxspp.79,60, 


"The rivers (Cuyahoga and Tuscarawas) at that time carried four times 
iMeavolume of water thet they do at the present time.” — Cherry, p. 182. 


Heckewelder's map contains the notation on the Cuyahoga: "so far navi- 
meple with eloops,” av @ distance of approximately six or ‘seven miles 
from the mouth. 


Paoecoau tne cry seasons the river dropped is evidenced from the fol- 
lowing quotation from Howe, 1848, p.470: “In the year 1799 Mr. Hudson 
[first settler in Summit County/ came out to explore his land in the 
company with a few others... Morse's Geography having given them about 
all the knowledge of the Cuyahoga they possessed, they supposed it 
capable of sloop navigation to its forks. The season being dry, they 
proceeded but a few miles when they found it in places only 8 or 10 
inches deep, and were often obliged to get out, join hands, and drag 
their boats over the shallow places, and made but slow progress." 
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I New Portage, now North-east Barberton, is the oldest section of Bar- 
| berton. The original New Fortage was situated on the Tuscarawas River 


“near where Sree Street now crosses Wooster Road in Barberton. 


a Se Seer 


[rior co the WarwoL Jele immieration torthe Reserve was slow, but, 
as brought out in the Centennial History of Akron Geis Bezel wae 


successful conclusion of the war gave a powerful impetus to immigra~ 


ftion. It made certain that the land would remain the property of those 


ee es 


who bought it, and what was equally important, it cleared the country 


; of the Indians... 


By Pour wor Shoruly Vetore, reduction fad developed (until there was 


aesurplus in SUCh items as pork, salt, flour and whiskey. Therefore, 


'when a market was sought for them, William Laird established himself 
fat New Portage. Goods were brought there from Cleveland as well a's 
from Middlebury and the surrounding country. 


Bereroy (po. 507,600) says: in 1610 William Laird built: himself <a 


Cabin on the banks of the Tuscarawas, at New Portage, and began the 


Meerctcuction of flay, boats. to run on the river. ... Henry Chittenden 
Moceoprinericeld, Abram Norton of Tallmadge Mills, and Philander Adams 
tof. Tallmadge Township, were contractors and speculators in country 
mecoduce and shipped almost exclusively by the Laird Line.” 


Tallmadge Mills was the original name for Middlebury, and was settled 


iat (ARS H ee 
Preven Butler ouleert, in 0.48., Vol. Vill, bp. 29). says: "Merchan- 


i dise from Cleveland was brought up the Cuyahoga River, over the Port- 
/age and down the Tuscarawas to the inland settlements." 


Ppihe picture thus becomes clear that it was more practical for ‘commer- 
i cial purposes to divert from the original Path at some point north of 
| Summit Lake, and strike toward the point where the Tuscarawas bends 

ito the south. This was the point where Laird established himself, and 


which came to be known as New Portage. 


It seems that the route digressed at the foot of Sherbondy Hill and 
followed the Summit Hill Road (now East Avenue) to Stop 97 and thence 
to New Portage. 


Sites wie Portage, ToOrvabl least a part of ibs length, served ‘a commer— 
cial purpose from 4 period of about 1819 to 1825. With: the building 
Dr ethe Ohio Canal, in 1820, portaging days were over. 


| General: Bierce (pp. 55,56) and Professor Olin (p. 335) seem to confuse 
f the course of the original portage with the later commercial route to 
|New Portage. Rufus Futman's Map of Ohio, 1804 (Frontispiece 0.A., Vol. 
V) shows the portage: bya straight south-west line from the site of 

, Old Portage to New Portage. This is contrary to both geographical and 
| historical evidence. 


PLACES NAMED FOR THE PORTAGE 


4 


| Portage County, formed in 1807, included all of what is now Lorain, 


| Medina, Summit, Portage, and part of Cuyahoga counties. It took its 


{ 
_ 4 


i a ke at i hems 


name from the fact that the portage was located in it ~- the best 
known land mark in this part of the State. And, of course, Fortage 
Township and the Portage Lakes also receive their names from the port- 
age, aS well as the Portage Hotel and many local commercial establish- 
ments. 
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~ PB + 
|THE WATERSHED IN AKRON 


/ Earlier we spoke of the divide or watershed which causes part of the 
(Water in Ohio to flow north, and part south. In Akron this watershed 
Prowaelineatved by Houte, 18, west Market Otréeot, and the ridge over—' ~ 
| looking Summit Lake and extendine past Waterloo Road. The line con- 
PenUe se rom unere and Detweer oprinetiold Leake and Tuscarawas River. 
PWaters horth and cast of this line Plow into the Cuyahoga, Lake Brie 
fand the St. Lawrence; waters south and west of this line flow into 

(the Tuscarawas, Muskingum, Ohio, and Mississippi. 


THE PORTAGE TODAY x x 


Modern highways make it possible to follow the approximate route of 
Meet Orpace 1m an aubomodile. start at Young's Hovel -— Nesmith -lane — 
and drive north on Manchester Road to fast Ave. Turn right on Hast 
Avenue and drive to Diagonal Road. Turn right on Diagonal Road to 
pcopley Hoad. Gross Copley Road and Follow the modern “Portage Path" 
Penouenwecand 4un Metropolitan Park and Straight anead to the bridge 
mecross the Cuyahoga. It will be interesting to compare your mileage 
Viele Ol tne original surveyors — 6 miles. 


PiewecsUual COUrse Oo! the original iportaegs diverts from Menchester 
Road a6 blanche Street and thence to Maltison Avenue and through Per-— 
kins Park (See accompanying map). 


Plaques commemorating Liewrouve, lave, been placed: in Perkins Park and 
omnes POOL Ol the bili in Sand Run Metropolitan Park. 


Seorvee kG U DOL NG Ri A Rk S 

'The importance which George Washington and the early map makers 
attached to the Portage has been justified with the passing of time. 
Peem> licens of sone Ohio Canal found this to be the most Losical 
PouccenoOnecrOccine Che Ohio watershed. In turn, because of the canal, 
Dusiness Was attracted here, which in subsequent years has developed 
and made this a world-famous manufacturing center. 
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MAP OF THE PORTAGE TODAY 
L B HIESEL, 1°54 
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